Table 1: Comparisons of the quality of internal medicine and surgery questions for students, interns and foreign candidates, based on the Difficulty Index (DfI).
	Difficulty Index (DfI)

	Internal Medicine

	
	STUDENTS

(I)
	INTERNS

(II)
	CANDIDATES

(III)
	I/II
	I/III
	II/III

	
	N      (%)
	N      (%)
	N      (%)
	z              p
	z               p
	z
	    p

	Not acceptable*
	12/26   (46)
	15/26   (42)
	    7/26     (27)
	0.29      0.77
	1.42      0.15
	1.13
	0.25

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Too Easy
	7/12     (58)
	14/15   (93)
	    2/7       (29)
	-2.16     0.03
	1.22      0.22
	3.13
	0.001

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surgery

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Not acceptable
	12/24    (50)
	17/24    (71)
	10/24       (42)
	-1.48     0.13
	0.55      0.57
	 2.02
	0.04

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Too Easy
	7/12      (58)
	12/17    (71)
	 4/10        (40)
	-0.72     0.46
	0.84      0.40       
	-1.58
	0.11


*not acceptable (too difficult OR too easy) if  DfI< 30% or DfI>70%

